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Funding shortfall has forced the
states largest school district with
427,000 students and more than 600
schools to resort to some drastic
measures including laying off
teachers to avoid a projected 2007
deficit of $328 million.  The Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) may have to
dig deeper to prevent further
interruptions in education. A pension
time bomb that began ticking when
state lawmakers gave Mayor Richard
M. Daley control of city schools in
1995 is finally due to explode next
school year when new teacher
pension costs will triple overnight,
to nearly $70 million.

CPS projections indicate even a
patchwork of non-classroom
remedies—including $75 million in
new anticipated state and federal
funds, and the cutting of 150 non-
teaching jobs—will leave CPS with

FINANCIAL RESTRUCTURING IN THE CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Wendell Hutson

an $83 million budget hole.
For that reason, CPS is

considering eliminating 200 special-
education teachers and aides, 40 to
60 reading specialists involved in a
Daley-ordered reading push, and 50
to 75 math teachers and specialists.
Potential savings is up to $35 million.

And for the second year in a row,
CPS is threatening to raise high
school class size from 28 to 31, a
move that could save $25 million and
eliminate 400 teachers. Arne
Duncan, CEO of the Chicago Public
Schools, previously indicated that
raising high school class sizes would
be a last resort.

“That would be a step backward,
and I don’t want to do it,” Duncan
said.  Regardless, the push is on to
raise class size to reduce the deficit.

This year’s crunch is the result

of several factors: a teacher salary
hike; an expected enrolment drop of
up to 7,000 students, which could
yield a $20 million drop in revenue;
and a $20 million increase in debt
service.

CPS has proposed a $5.043
billion budget for FY2006.
Originally CPS projected a $274
million deficit. In the proposed
budget, that deficit is addressed
through $114 million in reduced
expenditures, more than $140
million in increased revenues, and
the transfer of $20 million from
reserves to the operating budget. This
budget includes an increase in the
property tax levy to the maximum
amount allowed under the law.

Deficits and shuffling funds seem
to be the current measure of funding

See CPS page 6

ON THE ROAD TO ATLANTA AND THE

TOP HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
On Thursday, April 6th Better

Life for Youth, set out on Spirit
Tours, Inc., a charter bus service
headed toward Atlanta, Georgia.
Atlanta is the home of several
Historically Black Colleges
(HBCU), Clark Atlanta University,
The Morehouse School of
Medicine, the Interdenominational
Theological Center, Morehouse
College, Morris Brown College,
and Spelman College. Morehouse
College, an all male college and
Spelman College, an all female
college are ranked #1 and #2
respectively. Hmmm! Is there
something to separating the sexes
in school that improves
educational performance.

See Road back page
Better Life for Youth, staff, chaperones, volunteers and youth stand for photo

just before boarding bus to Atlanta. (Insert)  Spirit Tours, Inc. bus

The North Lawndale Community
News sadly sends it condolences to the
family and friends of Diane Spence,
Legislative Assistant to Assistant
Majority Leader and State Senator
Rickey R. Hendon, who passed on
Monday morning April 10. Her death

FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
BETTER LIFE FOR YOUTH

MOURN THE PASSING AWAY

OF DIANE SPENCE

Diane Spence in her office as Legislative
Assistant to Assistant Majority Leader and
State Senator Rickey R. Hendon

See Spence page 8

ALDERMAN EMMA MITTS: DOING GREAT THINGS IN THE 37TH WARD
Mary Moran

If there was ever an
award given for the busiest
alderman, Emma Mitts
should get it. Alderman
Mitts has served the 37th

ward since 2000 and has
made the impossible,
possible by bringing in an
abundance of new
developments and has
strengthened the 37th ward
toward progress. “I have
lived in this community and
the same house for over 20
years. When I was first
appointed this position, my
vision was to improve
education, reduce crime and
enhance economical
development,” she said.

 Mitts have represented the
community by being a member of

several organizations and by also
being the block club president.
Since her time in office, the 37th

ward has had a decrease in crime
due to community residents and the
CAPS organization.  She also has a
great concern for her community
residents, which is why she wants
them to be knowledgeable about all
human service programs that they
can benefit from.

 “When I worked within the
government I wanted my
community to know about all the
services that were being offered.
Since I knew these things I wanted
them to know them as well, so I
would bring information back into
the community for them,” she said.

 Her economic development has
paid off with bringing Wal mart to
the Westside. There has been

controversy from different
organizations on whether or not
Wal-Mart would be a good choice
for economical development, but
Mitts won her battle and Wal-Mart
is a reality. “On the first day that
they started taking applications over
1,000 people showed up to apply
for jobs,” she said. But Wal mart is
not the only vendor coming to the
37th ward, Menards and the Coca-
Cola Company will also be bringing
jobs to the community. Menards
will be located at 4401W. North Ave
and is expected to create 180 full-
time and part-time jobs. In addition,
TCF Bank and CVS pharmacy are
also expected to come into the area.

Education is another issue in her
ward.  Mitts is also on a mission to
improve education. Prosser High

37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts See Mitts page 10
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in the North Lawndale

Communty News
FOR RATES:

CALL 312.492.9090

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Dates: April 20, 2006 &
May 18, 2006

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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The North Lawndale Community News is published bi-
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help
inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to us and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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The primary focus for SHS/ NCLN during 2006 will be
Health, Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good
life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness
especially in an economy driven society. Welfare is
unavoidable in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.
All year long NLCN will concentrate and focus on more
articles related to health, education and our welfare through
our newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside
of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the statistics of the health of
a majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail, but some
resources that can help affirm the state of our health can be
found in a survey conducted by the Sinai Health System titled
Improving Community Health Survey, “The State of Black
Health Care” published as a health supplement in a special
edition of the Philadelphia Tribune and  the Chicago Tribune
in November 2005 and “Natural Cures” at
www.naturalcures.com . Our articles and links will point to
other resources that will go into greater detail because health,
education and welfare are their core missions, ours stands as
messengers. The natural cures, an interestingly new area to the
masses in our society leads to solutions that have been
overlooked by mainstream medicine and some corporations
maybe because of the love of money or closed minded doubt
to even investigate better ways to better health, or not get sick.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The Westside is changing but not always in favor of the less
fortunate who have lived here for years. Throughout the year,
we will connect North Lawndale resident with resources in
these areas. The North Lawndale Community News will
continue to provide news and information on people, issues,
and events that are relevant to our readers, as well as touch
on the focus for the previous years. Becoming an intelligent
people we can also participate and benefit in making our
community a model neighborhood. We hope by reading our
community newspaper you become or remain inspired to keep
moving foward to a better life.
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A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: (Proverbs 1:5)
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To Your Health

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. (Proverbs 3:13).

National Infant Immunization Week
(NIIW) is an effort to educate parents,
caregivers, providers, and communities
on the importance of timely infant
immunization.  It is also Vaccination
Week in the Americas (VWA).  Over 500
communities in the United States are
expected to participate in this year’s
observance. This year NIIW is working
together with the Pan American Health
Organization’s Vaccination Week in the
Americas to promote immunization in all
countries of the Americas.  Over 35
countries in the Western Hemisphere are
joining together to highlight the need for
routine vaccinations and to promote
access to health services for infants and
children.

Nearly 1 million children in the

United States are not adequately
immunized and each day 11,000 children
are born in the US and they are in need
of protection from twelve vaccine
preventable diseases before the age of
two.  Immunizations are safe and protect
our children, families, and community
making them one of our most cost-
effective public health strategies.

Every individual and community,
large and small, can take an active roll in
the reduction and prevention of vaccine-
preventable diseases and celebrate
National Infant Immunization Week.
Sinai Community Institute’s North
Lawndale Immunization Program is
doing just that.  They have planned many
activities for that week.  For more
information please call Janice M. Hill at

National Infant Immunization Week April 22 – April 29, 2006
Janice Marie Hill

773/257-5419.
The Chicago CareVan schedule is

listed below.  The nursing staff will be
available inside these locations to give
free shots to children needing them; but
the parent must bring the child’s shot
record.

Monday, April 24th
Westside Futures WIC, 2310 W.

Roosevelt, 9am – 3pm
South Kedzie WIC, 2400 S. Kedzie
9am – 3pm
Tuesday, April 25th

CVS Academy, 2100 E. 87th Street,
9am – 3pm

CEDA Howard WIC, 1510 W.
Howard

9am – 3pm
Wednesday, April 26th

Two choices: Education, or Jail.
Probation Challenge, offers these choices
to young men and women in order to reduce
the rate of recidivism within the criminal
justice system and to give them a chance to
receive the education they need.

Founder and President of Probation
Challenge, Inc. Rev. Harold Bailey in 1978
proposed this program as an alternative to
the “revolving door if recidivism,” and
continuous crime in the African-American
communities. Bailey’s vision to implement
a “serious rehabilitation program” was
inspired after years of working as a
Probation Officer.  While working as a
personal probation officer to Judge R.
Eugene Pincham-the Probation Challenge
mandate became a reality.

“Probation Challenge is the first court-
mandated program of its kind in the country
where we force young men and women to be
of a major assistance to themselves through
the vehicle of education,” said Bailey.

The purpose of this mandate is to serve
those who are placed into the criminal
justice system who are according to Rev.
Bailey fall into three categories:

1. High school drop outs
2. From a one parent families
3. African-Americans, Hispanics and a

few Caucasians
By giving these individuals a choice

between “School or Jail,” Rev Bailey and
others, such as, the late Mayor Harold
Washington set in motion a viable and
economical way keeping young men and
women out of the criminal system.

Using education as a tool is important, not
only for the individuals, but for the building
up of the communities they come out of.

Why education? “Simply because
education brings about awareness,
awareness brings on the ability for young
people to preferably make rational
decisions,” Bailey said. This cost
effective plan is State funded, but at this
time when this plan has been proven to be
beneficial, funding has been limited.  In the
beginning there was over 66,000
individuals involved in the program and
who were helped within probation
challenge to lead better lives.

Today, this state mandated program,
which is part of the law, has been viewed
as successful and necessary to the
community, but lacks the funding it needs
to continue to assist the high volume of
individuals it once served.

Down to 200-300 people in the program (a
vast difference from the 66,000 it once served)
Rev. Bailey struggles to keep this program alive
using his personal funds to have it continue.
“There is a Law and the law says that this program
should be under girded with State funding and
its still sitting there and the judges are obeying
the law and the burden – the financial burden, or
responsibilities has fallen onto my shoulders,”
he said.  “This is not a Harold Bailey program it
is a State program,” he adds.

Meaning that anyone that comes before a
judicial bench and has no education can be
mandated or court ordered into probation
challenge.  He, or she then must meet the
conditions of the program before his release
from probation.  The past three years has been
a huge burden on Rev. Bailey, but his
steadfastness and commitment to this program

has given him the strength to continue in spite
of the financial burdens.

In spite of the worldwide attention and the
many accolades from legislators across the nation,
those who are seeking to make this part of their
state more needs to be done.  “What I like to see
happen is a movement geared toward Springfield
to do what they are obligated to do,” Bailey said.

This program is in dire straits and the people
of the communities who can benefit from this
plan need to “rally by writing letters and calling
their State Representatives and ask them to please
make sure that Probation Challenge,” continue
to be top priority and funds must be supplied in
order for it to carry on its excellent work.

“What I like to see happen is a movement
geared toward Springfield to do what they are
obligated to do,” Bailey said.

Priscilla Lucas is a North Lawndale

resident and a journalism major at
Columbia College. Priscilla is a student
intern at NLCN. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at www.nlcn.org.

Rev. Harold Bailey: Probation Challenge, Inc.
Priscilla (Perci) Lucas

Rev. Harold Bailey

Henry Booth WIC, 2850 S.
Michigan, 9am – 3pm

Genesis House, 2815 W. 5th Avenue,
9am – 3pm

Thursday, April 27th

10 S. Kedzie – Room 205, 9am –
3pm,

Rogers Park Day Care, 1754 W.
Devon, 9am – 3pm

Friday, April 28th

Trumbull School, 5200 N. Ashland,
9am – 3pm

Teddy Bear I, 2649 W. 57th Street,
9am – 3pm

These locations are closed for lunch
from 12 noon – 1pm.  Locations, dates
and times are subject to change.  Please
call 312/746-6122 for more information.
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Six CHA residents have moved one step
closer to financial self-sufficiency and the
opportunity to move into one of the CHA’s
newly built mixed income developments.  On
Thursday, six students – Verna Berryman,
Tawanna Murdock, Sherice Potts, Elizabeth
Taylor, Raysel Turner, and Deneen Weather -
celebrated their graduation from the Bank
Teller training program at the Dawson
Technical Institute of Kennedy King College.
All six of the graduates already have jobs or
are interviewing for positions in the banking
industry.

Part of a City Colleges-CHA partnership,
called Bridges to Careers, designed to provide
CHA residents and relocatees with the skills
and training needed to gain employment,
during the eight-week training program,
residents learn the math, business writing and
customer service skills necessary to gain
employment in the banking industry. At the
end of the course, students are introduced to

CHA RESIDENTS GRADUATE TO CAREERS IN

FINANCIAL INDUSTRY
Bank Teller Training Program Prepares Residents for Jobs With Area Banks

employment opportunities with banks which
the CHA has partnered with, to provide
enhanced opportunities for its residents,
including LaSalle Bank, Harris Bank,
Shorebank, Citibank, TCF Bank and many
smaller community banks.

While Bank Teller training is one of the
most popular programs, Bridges also offers
training in health care services, nail, hair and
skin care services, truck driving and the
construction trades.  In addition to Bridges
courses, during the Plan for Transformation
CHA residents and relocatees also have the
opportunity to enroll in literacy classes and
other technical training and education
programs offered by the City Colleges, the
Hospitality Institute and a variety of sites
operated by the Mayor’s Office of Workforce
Development.

“The most important thing is to not give
up,” said Constant Watson III, Program
Coordinator for the Bank Teller training at

City Colleges.  “We did cry a
lot, and laugh a lot, but we did
learn a whole lot too.  The only
thing we can control is the way
we think and if you think you
can make it, you can.”

Referred by her Service
Connector, Yolanda Craig of
the West Englewood United
Organization, Raysel Turner
has already been on 5
preliminary interviews with

banks such as Shorebank and Chase, and is
awaiting second interviews before choosing
a job.  Ms. Turner has lived on the Southwest
Side of Chicago for 22 years now, currently
living in a Scattered Site development with
her eleven year old son and 8 year old
daughter.

“The Bank Teller program is a short
period of [classroom] time for a lifetime of
gained skills,” said Turner, who also served
as speaker for her classmates.

Resident financial self-sufficiency is both
a goal of The Plan For Transformation and
the pre-condition for residents to move into
one of the mixed income communities being
built on the site of former CHA developments.
While all CHA leaseholders are guaranteed
housing during and after the 24,000 unit
redevelopment plan is complete, only those
leaseholders with verifiable employment will
be eligible to live in the mixed income
settings.  6,000 residents have already found
employment through CHA-Service
Connector sponsored programs.

“The Plan for Transformation has always
been about more than the rebuilding of
buildings; it is about providing the
opportunity for residents to rebuild and
improve their lives,” says CHA CEO Terry
Peterson.

For more information on the Bank Teller
Training Program, please contact: Charity
Loving at 773-451-2072 or cloving@ccc.edu.

SmithSmithSmithSmithSmith
TTTTTotal Bathotal Bathotal Bathotal Bathotal Bath
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Education & Employment Training

And God said, behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth,

Monday, April 24
Session starts at 6 pm

And God said, behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth,

education.  “This pattern of funding for public
education cannot continue if we are going to
become an education state,” Daley said.

“Each year, the Chicago Public Schools
system has cut spending and better managed its
resources–to avoid classroom cuts, to minimize
property tax hikes and to meet higher
accountability standards,” Daley said. “But it
can’t go on like this forever. Local taxpayers are
being squeezed and the state needs to do more.”

Up until 2005, the state has annually provided
$500 million in school capital funding statewide.
Chicago has typically received about $110
million. Current proposals could restore capital
funding next year, but with just $140 million more
to meet operating costs and unfunded state
mandates such as special education.

Chicago School Board President Michael
Scott believes closing more schools to save
money is not the answer to their budget crisis.

“It’s politically unpopular to close schools.
To say something is happening because of
gentrification is like saying you shouldn’t improve
a park because of gentrification. That’s the kind
of backwards thinking that has left communities
like Lawndale educationally, culturally and
financially bankrupt for the last 40 years,” Scott
said. “If opponents of Renaissance 2010 want to
exercise “real leadership,” they should tell people
not to sell their homes. The West Side has always
been a place people got away from when things
got better. And one of the first reasons they cite
for leaving is the lack of great educational
opportunities. This is about keeping a pledge to
create great educational opportunities in every
neighborhood.”

Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer for
NLCN and various publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

CPS from front page

I love to read. I have books all over
my home and it drives my husband crazy.

My latest fascination is with fiction.
As a rule, I do not read fiction. To expand
my reading choices I purchased The Well
Educated Mind: The Guide to the
Classical Education You Never Had by
Susan Wise Bauer. The book is about
classical education for adults. The book
teaches how to read classic literature for
clarity and understanding.

Specifically, classical
education requires that you read Greek
and Roman mythology, the tales of the
Iliad and Odyssey, early medieval
writings, and the classical texts of Plato,
Herodotus, Virgil, and Aristotle—I’m
sure you get the picture.

Reading that type of work is fine, but
I don’t like it. I am completely
uninterested in the Greek philosophers.
When I am reading, I picture some
African slaves being tortured, beaten and
killed while the so-called philosopher is
writing his prose. It is the same reason
that I ignore the books by or about the
founding fathers. I know this is not a
highly evolved position, but it is how my
mind works. Reading gives me great
pleasure and I avoid anything that
combines torture and reading.

In any case, The Well Educated Mind
mentioned classics from genres
including Black literature. Included was
a list of books to read, organized from

the earliest literature to the latest. As I looked
over this list, I found a book that was listed
as the first book by an African born in
America, Our Nig or Sketches from the Life
of a Free Black by Harriett Wilson.  Written
in 1859, this important piece of literature
was rediscovered by Henry Louis Gates in
1983.  The book had all but been lost.

My focus on classical Black literature
led me to abandon the recommended
Eurocentric classical education list.  I
created my own list. As I looked for
contemporary authors, I found books by
Walter Mosley.  In 1990, Mosley wrote the
book Devil in a Blue Dress. Denzel
Washington starred in the movie version
of the book a few years back.

Mosley’s new book is called A Life Out
of Context. It is a short book, about 100
pages, but it is rich in content. I highly
recommend reading it.

The book discusses the issues that
Black Americans face. What drew me into
the book was that Mosley calls for the
formation of a 3rd political party.  This is
an intriguing idea.

I have long felt that the Democrats take
African Americans for granted and we let
them. The Republicans are not a viable
option for me at this point. I admit that I
have toyed with the idea of crossing over.
Mosley even points out the irony of the
Replication party. How can a party that is
considered polar opposite of everything

that Black people believe end up being
the party that has Black people in high
ranking and visible leadership positions?

I once tried to support the Green party
but they seem too much like very liberal
democrats warmed over with a sprinkle
of environmentalism for favor. You
would think that a party named after a
color would have more people of color
in it.

Mosley’s suggestion for a political
party suggests a contextual change for
Black folks. We will have to reexamine
what we know about oppression in
America. We must abandon a victim-
based ideology and connect to the
freedom movements in other parts of the
world. There are many fights against
imperialism in other countries. Yet I get
the sense that African Americans are
missing from the international dialog on
freedom.

I turned the book title into a question:
What is the context of my life? I do not
have an answer yet but I know that my
life is dedicated to living in a context that
takes action to create healthy
communities. What is your context?

I can be reached at
laredmond@mac.com.

LaDonna Redmond is a columnist for
NLCN and other publications. LaDonna
is also president of ICRD/Good Food
Market.  To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org

CONTENT AND CONTEXT IN LITERATURE
LaDonna Redmond
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and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. Genesis 1:29

In light of recent events in the Englewood
community “We Want to Know” asked the
readers of the North Lawndale
Community Newspaper your take on children
and violence and here’s what you had to say:

Thomas (Garfield
Park, McDonald’s
maintenance) “We can’t
blame the government. The
drug dealers think that they
own the blocks. If we voted
more and participated in
community activities, slowly but surely you’ll
start seeing a change. Cease Fire is a good
program. It could make a difference,

especially if everyone gets
involved.”

Melvin Major (Austin,
Attendant) “It’s bad enough
that innocent people are dying
because of gang/drug related
incidents. It’s time for action.

The shooters who killed the innocent kids in
Englewood wouldn’t have done it if they had
Christ in their lives. Although the answer I
gave may seem simple and ineffective to
some, it truly would make the difference.”

Elizabeth (North
Lawndale, Beautician)
“Kids are influenced by
adults. They’re doing what
they see adults doing. They
need more after school
activities to keep them off
the streets. Police should pick the kids up if
they’re not at school and contact their parents
who should be held accountable.”

Carlos (Little Village
factory worker) “More police
would help reduce violence.
More after-school programs
would also help. Television
and video games make kids

violent. Parents need to spend more time with
kids. We have the same problem in Little
Village as Englewood. There’s a lot of
shooting every weekend—lots of gangs in
Little Village. People are scared to go out at
night.”

Samuel Pena (Pilsen,
construction worker)
“Parents should keep kids in
after 10:30 p.m. I had an
incident the other night where
some kids tried to give me
some trouble. Where are the parents? They
should be held responsible [too].  [The kids
are] out all night, then we wonder why they
got shot. They’re gonna mess with the wrong
person one day. Keep [your] kids indoors after
curfew or they may end up in a box.”

John (Pilsen) “Parents are depending too
much on the government to control their kids.
We need to go back to the old family values.
My mother made the punishment fit the crime.
When we tell them they’re grounded that
should be the end of it. What we need to do is
re-educate the parents. I raised two kids of
my own and only spanked each once.”

If you have any ideas for an article drop
me a request at ww2kn@yahoo.com

Leroy Burton is writer for the North
Lawndale Community News. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org

We Want
To Know:
Kids and
Violence

Leroy Burton Jr.

Through a generous grant by the Steans
Family Foundation, Chicago Children’s
Museum (CCM) presents the Artabounds
Afterschool Program to four public elementary
schools in North Lawndale, Illinois. CCM
partners with the North Lawndale (NLC)
Community Learning Center who works with
schools to enhance student achievement by
providing professional development for
teachers, after-school programs and counseling
opportunities for students, and programs for
parents and families.  CCM will provide eight
consecutive workshops including the
culmination celebration for up to 20 students
(K-2 grades) in each of the four schools –
Gregory, Pope, Henson, and Lathrop
elementary schools.  Each site will provide a
committed staff member for the program who

Chicago Children’s Museum Offers Artabounds
Afterschool Program To North Lawndale Schools

Steans Grant allows Children’s Museum to present pilot art program to students
will actively engage in program facilitation with
a dedicated CCM arts educator.

Gregory Elementary School and Henson
Elementary School are completing their
Artabounds session and the results are
encouraging to all participants. “Our students
looked forward to every class,” said Robert Pales,
principal of Henson Elementary School. “The
students gained a real appreciation for the arts.
They were so proud of their projects that they
would come to my office to show me their work.
We hope that we can have these classes next year
as well.” Lathrop and Pope Elementary will begin
their session on April 17th.

CCM provides weekly thematic activities
based on a specific art medium that allow students
to learn to work collaboratively and individually
through the program. Each class session contains

a number of activity stations that allow for a
variety of projects ranging from individual
works of art to larger-scale works that require
cooperation. Literacy activities are
incorporated into the program through the use
of books that relate to the theme of the activities,
artists, or art history. Student work is displayed
within the art classroom and school hallways
to build self-esteem and teach students to take
pride in their creative work. At the end of each
session the students’ parents, caregivers, and
classroom teachers are invited to view the
artwork and learn about the students’ progress.
“We are glad to extend our programming for
early learners beyond the walls of the museum,”
said CCM Associate Vice President of Arts and
Early Learning, Laura Reischel. “This program

See Artabounds page 14
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Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;    (Ephesians 6:2).

AKEELAH AND THE BEE (***)
“Akeelah and the Bee” is a heartwarming film
about an under motivated girl who ultimately
finds her place in life through her gift of
spelling that initially emerges to ease her pain
over the tragic loss of her father.  The methods
employed and the intensity involved in
competing in a national spelling bee contest
are what assist this lonely, young ghetto girl
in overcoming her personal obstacles at home
and at school, while expanding her horizons
and helping her to achieve self-esteem and
social and ethnic acceptance.

Chicago native Keke Palmer plays the title
role of Akeelah Anderson.  She is ridiculed
as a “brainiac” by classmates at Crenshaw
Middle School, and she often skips classes.
In spite of that, she still has the ability to excel
without much studying, and makes high
scores on her spelling tests.

Her widowed and working mother
(Angela Bassett) is too self absorbed in her
pain for her late husband and frustrated by
her youngest son, Devon (Lee Thompson
Young) hanging with the wrong crowd and
“influences,” to notice and nurture Akeelah’s
“special talent.” Instead, the mother is too
overly protective, strict and unsupportive.

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

Angela Bassett is reunited
with her “What’s Love Got to
Do with It’ co-star Fishburne,
who co-produced this film.
Ms. Bassett’s wide acting
range is hindered and
diminished to the sad
stereotypical behavior of “a
single parent who doesn’t
make the time to pay attention
to her children”. Ms. Bassett

deserves better than this role gave her, which
was very little to work from in its script and
direction

Seeing the girl’s potential as an
opportunity that could help the financially
strapped school, the principal, Mr. Welch
(Curtis Armstrong) summons an old friend
Dr. Larabee (Laurence Fishburne) to see her
in action.  He encourages her to enter the
regional finals as a stepping stone toward the
national Scripps Spelling Bee finals in
Washington D.C. The preparation begins
under the tutelage of Dr. Larabee, a gruff yet
proper professor who was a former spelling
bee contestant who initially dismisses the
child for her “ghetto” slang and attitude - until
she returns, apologizes and agrees to refine
her tone.

Even with its good intentions, “Akeelah
and the Bee” is a bit more “manipulative” than
it needed to be. However, this is still a movie
that has got more going for it than against it.

PG-13; 107min. A Lions Gate Films
Release – Opens Fri. April 28 at selected
theaters

HARD CANDY (***)  This is an
unsettling film that is bound to be

Laurence Fishburne and KeKe
Palmer in Akeelah and the Bee

See Flicks page 13

occurred during a visit with at a kidney
dialysis center. Her cause of Death is still
unknown at this time. Funeral arrangements
were still being decided at the time of the
article from talking with Ms. Spence’s sister
Yolanda Spence.

Ms. Diane Spence has served as
Legislative Assistant for Senator Hendon for

about 22 years. “She was well loved” said
her sister Yolanda. For those interested in the
funeral arrangements, when they are
confirmed, you can call Yolanda or Diane
Spence’s daughter, Felicia at 773 722-4610.

Eugene Wolf, Executive Director of
Better Life for Youth said “she really meant a
lot to our board.” I have known her for over
35 years. Wolf’s grandfather and grandmother
use to take her out to the country twice a week.
They lived next door to each other. “When

they would go pick different types of fruit,
my grandparents would put Diane in the
station wagon and leave me behind because I
would be bad and as a punishment,” Wolf
said. Sometimes he would even get jealous.

The North Lawndale Community News
published an article on Marcus Spence, the
grandson of Diane Spence in the March 28th

issue for being selected to National Honor
Society. We also had the honor to interview
Ms. Spence about her role as president of the

board of the Better Life for Youth
organization on April 6th before her transition
from this life.

Diane Spence had been on the board of
Better Life for Youth for about nine years.
“What has really impressed me is that we are
going up,” said Diane. Diane spoke about the
organizations daily program for after school
kids, mentoring, reading, and computers,
sports with basketball and baseball. “But our
real claim to glory is our college tours like
the one their going on today. They are going
to Atlanta, Georgia and visit some the
Historically Black Colleges. Hopefully, on
this trip as they have done on previous trips
we have some of the kids to sign up for the
colleges,” said Ms. Spence.

Ms Spence will be missed greatly. She had
a personality that was as much professional
in handling community business as with her
personal touch of expressing,  I really care
about you and whatever help you need. Thank
you, Ms. Diane Spence for sharing your
kindness and life with us. We will cherish your
memory.

Spence from front page

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Strategic Human Services/

The North Lawndale
Community News Annual

Fundraiser Dinner

Saturday, May 6, 2006
@ 6pm

See ad on page 3
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Congratulations LIVIN’ CLEAN ENTERTAINMENT April’s Small
Business of the Month

Johnson, Anderson and Clay

The North Lawndale Community
News and Harris Bank are proud to honor
Livin’ Clean Entertainment as April’s
North Lawndale Small Business of the
Month.  Located at 1539 S. Pulaski, the
company was founded by Donald

Anderson and friend/mentor, John L. Clay, Jr.
It provides live performances Friday and
Saturday nights from 8 pm until 9:30 pm and
has a seating capacity of 50.

The company also provides an opportunity
for performers and would-be performers to
display their acts.  Auditions are held Tuesday
evenings from 6 pm until 9 pm.  Livin’ Clean

Entertainment’s opening night was October 15,
2005 when it opened with a one-woman show
that ran seven weeks.  The company has a staff
of seven.

The idea of a performance studio came as
an afterthought. To read the full version of this
article see the North Lawndale Community
News March 29, 2006 issue

What It Iz In The Biz
Marquita Ware

Bow Wow and Ciara are calling it quits

See Biz page 14

On March 31, the Chicago Park District
honored Michael Fields with the Chicago
Park District Junior Citizen Award for
strong leadership skills and consistent
community involvement. The award is
given annually to one teen who exhibit
these attributes. Fields, 18, is senior at
Walter Payton College Prep High School.

Michael has been involved in Park
Kids and Junior Lifeguards, as well as
serving as a recreation leader at Douglas

TEEN MICHAEL FIELDS WINS CHICAGO

PARK DISTRICT JUNIOR CITIZEN AWARD

Park. Michael plans to attend Morehouse
College in Atlanta, Georgia and study to
become a medical doctor. Michael
receives a $1000 scholarship as the
Junior Citizen Award winner.

“It’s important to recognize our
younger citizens fro their contributions
to Chicago and their ability to make a
positive difference in the world around
them,” said Chicago Park District
General Superintendent Tim Mitchell.

Michael Fields holds the 2006 Jr. Citizen of  the Year Award flanked by his father Michael A. Fields
and his mother Anita Fields on the left. Chicago Park Superintendent Timothy J. Mitchell (right) and

Douglas Park Supervisor Michael Scott Jr. stand to the right of the awardee. Photo by Brook Collins,
Chicago Park District
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Economic Development

School is now a part of her ward. “When
Austin High School was in my ward it was
like a dumping ground for students with
low test scores,” she said.

 Because of the school closings
implemented by Chicago Public Schools,
Mitts’ main concern is the students who
will be forced to attend schools out of their
area and how that will affect them as far
as safety goes.

“I feel that parents and community
leaders should get more involved with the
children.” She said. The good in her
education mission is that the new Ronald
McNair School is now complete with a
ribbon cutting ceremony is planned. There
will also be a new library opening up on
Chicago and Lamon at the end of April.

In the 37th ward, Mitts’ leadership has
also lead to the implementation of housing
upgrades; affordable housing projects and
many of the streets have been resurfaced.

Although Mitts takes pride in her ward

she also takes the issues that come up at city
council meetings very serious.  On the issue
of former Black Panther party leader Fred
Hampton having an honorary street named
after him she has mixed views. “I came to
Chicago after this had happen, {Fred
Hampton was killed when police did a raid
on the apartment he was living in} so I
would have to research more about it. I also
would like to talk to my community about
it and then make a decision,” she said.

 Mitts does not intend to run for any
other political office; she is satisfied being
an Alderman.  “I don’t even like the word
politician,” she said.   But if Mitts is re-
elected she will continue to face the
challenges of her vision.

Mitts will be honored on May 20th with
the “Women of Excellence Award.” The
event will take place at the DuSable
Museum located at 746 E. 56th Pl.

Mary Moran is a writer for NLCN.
Mary is a veteran of the U. S. Army  and
journalism graduate from Columbia
College in Chicago. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Mitts from front page

African coffee farmers speak out to bring
awareness about their living conditions and
urge consumers in America to buy fair trade
coffee.

Fair trade prices help farmers live
decently, said Tadesse Meskela, a coffee
exporter who represents more than 74,000
farmers in Ethiopia. He spoke to a crowd of
about 25 people earlier this month at
Metropolis Coffee Company on the North
Side.

“[With fair trade] we got two and a half
more than in the conventional market,”
Meskela said. “We built four elementary
schools, four health centers and two clean
water supply stations.”

Meskela’s union, the Oromia Coffee
Farmers Cooperative Union Ltd. is the largest
fair trade coffee producer in Ethiopia and yet,
only 10 percent of its coffee is sold at fair
prices. The rest is sold to local market and
multinationals.

“That’s why I am talking [to consumers],”
said Meskela, who is on a speaking tour in the
U.S. “The consumers are the ones who buy
coffee at McDonald’s, Starbucks.” Meskela
urged Americans to remember that people’s
livelihood depends on fair-trade coffee.

That is the case for the Ugandan people too.
Since the 1980s, the Ugandan coffee farmer J.J.
Keki had been looking for a way to sell coffee
at a reasonable price, despite the monopoly of
suppliers and exporters. He walked from door
to door to organize farmers and form in 2004
the cooperative, Mirembe Kawomera, which
means “delicious peace” in Luganda.

The 558 cooperative members are Jewish,
Muslim, and Christian coffee farmers,
working together for peace, tolerance, and
economic justice. California-based
Thanksgiving Coffee Co. agreed to purchase
all of Mirembe coffee.

“We pay the co-op $1.46 per pound,” said
Ben Corey-Moran, the marketing manager of
Thanksgiving Coffee. “The co-op charges
farmers for processing (at a mill) and
maintains 5-cents per pound to invest in
community projects.”

“The individual farmers take home
roughly $1.26 per pound, which is roughly
four times what the farmers made before,”
he said. “So with a four-fold increase in price
and a four-fold increase in production, income
has increased by roughly 16 times.”

On the conventional market, coffee prices
plunged in a 30-year record low in 2001. The
approximately 25 million coffee-growing
families living in developing countries have
been struggling to make ends meet. Most

Ethiopian farmers, for instance, earn only 50
to 70 cents per pound of coffee beans they
produce.

“This is one of the best coffees in the
world,” said Meskela, pointing to the image
on a projector screen of an Ethiopian farmer
family, emaciated and in rags, standing in
front of their mud hut. “Look at the condition
of these farmers. If the trade had been fair,
we would have a better life.”

While the prices of most commodities
have increased, the coffee prices have
remained low. “People have to know that the
industry is in danger,” Meskela said. “If
farmers are not taken care of, they will switch
to other farming products.”

In the end, he said, it is the consumers
who will lose, as the production of coffee will
be drastically reduced.

Several organizations work to bring about
change to farmers around the world. Oxfam
America, which sponsored Meskela’s trip to
Chicago, aims to change trade rules to allow
farmers to compete.

Thanksgiving Coffee Co. will purchase
and market the entire 150,000 lbs of coffee
the Mirembe Co-op. will produce this year.

In addition to the fair trade prices upfront,
Thanksgiving donates $1 per package back
to the co-op. to support their community-
based projects.

“Profit sharing of this kind directly
connects consumers with the cooperative,”
Corey-Moran said. “Our hope is that this
project motivates consumers to leverage their
power to support small-scale farmers.”

“Economic empowerment is perhaps the
key building block for social justice,” he said.
“And it’s not too much of a stretch to say that
fair trade is beginning to challenge the very
basis of imperialism in all its forms.”

Oromia coffee can be found at coffee
houses such as Metropolis Coffee, Caribou,
and Intelligentsia and also at Whole Foods. You
can order the Ugandan Mirembe coffee on line
at http://www.thanksgivingcoffee.com.

“The more we ask Jewel and Dominick’s
for fair trade products, they’re going to get
it,” said Nancy Jones, a representative of
Oxfam America. “So keep pushing.
Consumers are the ones influencing the
demands.”

Kabuika Kumunga is a native of the
National Republic of the Congo. Kabuika is
a journalism student at Northwestern
University’s Medill School of Journalism and
a correspondent for the Medill News Service.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

AFRICAN COFFEE FARMERS ADVOCATE U.S.
CONSUMERS TO BUY FAIR TRADE COFFEE

Kabuika Kamunga

Residents of North Lawndale, Little
Village and Pilsen are outraged by the Chicago
Transit Authority’s (CTA) reroute of the 54/
Cermak Branch of the Blue Line to form the
new Pink Line. The new line, set to begin June
25, will eliminate the direct O’Hare airport
connection for riders.

 During CTA’s 180 day experiment, the
Douglas Branch of the Blue Line will continue
north from the Polk St. station to the Lake St.
Green Line via the “Paulina Connector,” a
renovated service track that has not been used
by CTA for commuter transportation since the
1950’s. After reaching Lake, the Pink Line will
continue east to the Loop, travel clockwise
through the Loop and then return west. The
Forest Park Branch of the Blue Line will
continue its current route to O’Hare along the
Eisenhower Expressway.

Riders along the current 54/Cermak route
will have to transfer to the Blue Line downtown
at Clark and Lake to get to O’Hare and other
stops. Also, riders will no longer have a direct
connection to the Illinois Medical District, UIC
and Whitney Young High School. CTA

CTA Reroute of 54/Cermak Blue
Line Angers North Lawndale,

Little Village and Pilsen Residents
Wilbert Bledsoe

officials have not announced alternative
connections for these locations.

The effect of the route change will not only
affect riders access to key locations, but also
jobs, social events and employment
opportunities in Northwest Chicago and the
Northwest suburbs.

“It would affect us drastically. A lot of
people in our community  need access to UIC
and other Westside connections, but they also
need direct access out to the northwestern
suburbs: Cumberland, Ridgeland and O’Hare.
There are a lot of jobs at O’Hare that employ
not only people in Little Village, but also
Berwyn, Cicero, and Pilsen. There is also a
huge hub at Jefferson Park [Blue Line stop
along the O’Hare Branch] where you can
catch suburban buses to manufacturing jobs
… It has implications on both a job placement
level and on an education level as well as a
health care access level.  So this drastically
affects the convenient access that the Blue Line
provides right now,” said Kim Wasserman,
community mapping coordinator, Little

See CTA page 15
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Two of the major concerns are
materialism and individualism.  The idea that
what provides some black Americans with the
most immediate symbols of success is most
important.  So they reach out for a chain, an
automobile, and something that gives them
the appearance of success.

This mentality serves under mind
community values.  The other problem is
individualism.  Some Black Americans have
the attitude that “this is for me,” “this is mine,
and that’s what counts”.  That attitude has help
to erode the whole sense of family and
community.

Social circumstances have perpetuated an
“I” existence in most Black Americans.  A
great many Black Americans live in “their on”
environments.  The social forces of society
have caused the will of most Black Americans
to retreat within.  There is no struggle for
unity.  There is only “I” and “I” am my hero.

Why is there a decline in the goal of equal
rights and freedom? These two goals alone
have given some Black Americans the
opportunity to obtain success in America. But
not enough of these successful Black
Americans unify on a consistent level that can
help Black Americans in less fortunate area
of life. It seems as if the privileged guard the
privileges already received rather than help
seek privileges for those who think they have
no privileges.

Why does this happen? Why does this
nation of people let this mental genocide, this
intellectual helotry, this secret to happen to
them? Can it be stopped? Can society change?
Where will this confusion stop? There is no
possibility of racial conversion. The
ideological advantages they have because of
the ethnocentric attitude that anchors the base
of racism in America.

There is no possibility of assimilation. In

America it is difficult to identify the
nationality of people unless they happen to
be Black Americans. The system of society
is designed to identify Black Americans. This
is main reason why racism is still the excuse
for most of the problems of society.

The solution to the hidden social problem
is a mental revolution that must began in the
communities of Black Americans. This
mental revolution must organize thought,
inspire responsibility and eventually repair the
mental and emotional malfunctioning that is
imbibe in the thinking of  most Black
Americans. Black Americans must start to
help themselves to help each other as a unit.
Black Americans must start to take advantage
of the resources that were created by society
to assist in this revolution.

Black Americans must know that for every
policy that is put in place for continued social
control there is a policy created by society
for the continued prosperity of America. And
this justification is society’s answer to the
social disorganization that racism produces.
Black Americans must lift themselves as a
unit, as a nation in total harmony with each
other in order to lift society.

As long as Black Americans believe that
society is the cause of their problems, society
will continue to perpetuate itself as usual. In
order to change society, Black Americans
must change themselves. A positive change
will change attitudes. A change in attitudes
will change social policy. A change in social
policies could very well eliminate racism in
America. Intellectual Helotry a truly hidden
social problem is now uncovered.

Julius Goodman is poet and motivational
speaker. He is also a student at National Louis
University majoring in Behavioral Science.
This article is Part four of a four part series.
If you missed any part the series or would
like to comment on the series visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org or call Mr. J. at: 773/ 387-
5600.

Intellectual Helotry Part 4 of 4
Julius C. Goodman

During the month of April the Chicago
Park District joins with the community to
celebrate Earth Day. Volunteer participants
get hands-on environmental education
while enjoying nature walks, craft projects,
or assisting with the care and clean-up of
our parks and nature areas. If you are
interested come out and join the park by
volunteering to help. For more information
call: 312/746-5962.

Earth Day Clean-up Celebration:
Fosco Park, 1312 S. Racine Ave.
· April 22, 10 am-12 pm
For more information, call

312.746.5086.
Eckhart Park, 1330 W. Chicago Ave.
·April 22, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call

312.746.5490.
Union Park, 1501 W. Randolph St.

JOIN THE PARKS IN
CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY

· April 22, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call 312.746.5494.
Dvorak Park, 1119 W. Cullerton St.
· April 22, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call 312.746.5083.
Skinner Park, 1331 W. Adams St.
· April 22, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call 312.746.5560
Touhy-Herbert Park, 2106 W. Adams St.
· April 22, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call 312.746.5562
Garfield Park, 100 N. Central Park Ave.
· April 22, 9 am-2:30 pm
For more information, call 312.746.5092.
Humboldt Park, 1440 N. Sacramento Ave.
· April 22, 9 am-2:30 pm
For more information, call 312.742.7549.
Piotrowski Park, 4247 W. 31st St.
· April 23, 9 am-12 pm
For more information, call 312.745.4801.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Strategic Human Services/The North Lawndale
Community News Annual Fundraiser Dinner

Saturday, May 6, 2006 @ 6pm

See ad on page 3
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Entertainment & Sports

APRIL 12
BLACK FACTS

For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. (4:2).

The 42nd Annual Roundball Classic high
school all-star basketball game played at the
United Center this past weekend was a hoop
lovers dream as many of the nation’s top prep
basketball players squared off to showcase
their stuff and represent their cities.

The West squad bettered the East squad
118-102, but the final score of an all-star game
is rather inconsequential – it’s the funky stuff
like the slam dunks the three-point shots and
the sensational passes that woo the crowd,
the critics and the scouts. There was plenty
of funky stuff at the Roundball Classic and
the players seized the opportunity to give the
fans what they wanted.

Greg Oden, the 7-foot senior center out
of Indianapolis Lawrence North was the West
team CO- MVP.  He scored 21 points (all but
four on dunks) grabbed 11 rebounds and had
two blocked shots. The Ohio State- bound
Oden displayed the various skills that have
some experts comparing him to Kareem
Abdul Jabbar and Bill Russell.  He is huge,
but he’s much more agile and dexterous than
many big men. Oden is a great inside player
and shot blocker and when he doesn’t actually
block the opponent’s shot he alters it so
significantly that it might as well have been a
block.

Local standout, senior guard Patrick
Beverley of Marshall had a nice exhibition,
scoring 13 points, dishing out six assists and
snaring three steals. He did what he’s done
all year for the Commandoes; disrupt the
opponent’s offense and keep them off-balance
on defense. Beverley hit an array of difficult
shots from all over the floor and ran several
excellent fast breaks for the West team. He
showed he is one of the country’s top players.

I just wanted to go out there and prove
that I belonged, and that I could play with the
best players in the country”, Beverley said.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

ROUNDBALL

CLASSIC AT

UNITED CENTER
 Todd Thomas

* On this
date in 1940,

Jazz Composer
Herbie

Hancock was
born in

Chicago.
* On this

date in 1913,
jazz musician

and
bandleader

Lionel
Hampton was

born. Hampton
worked with

Louis
Armstrong and

introduced the vibraphone into jazz.
* On this date in 1787, Richard Allen

and Absalon Jones organized the Free
African Society in Philadelphia.
* On this date in 1869, the state of

North Carolina passed the nation’s first
anti-Klan legislation.

* On this date in 1968, Black students
at Boston University occupied an
administration building to demand

increased enrollment of African-American
students and more Black history classes

THE GREATEST GAME EVER
PLAYED (***)  The remarkable true
story of  Francis Quimet (Shia LeBeouf),
20 yr old son to immigrant parents who
goes against his protective father’s (Elias
Koteas) concern, to go from country club
caddy to becoming  an amateur golfer.
While overcoming the rich/poor social
prejudice and attitude of the era and
outlasting the veteran competition.
Accompanied by an unlikely yet
knowledgeable chubby 10 yr old as his
caddy (Josh Flitter); Quimet ends up
competing against his idol, British champ
Henry Vardon (Stephen Dillane) in the
1913 U.S. Open. Enormously entertaining
and inspirational.

PG; 114min. Walt Disney Home Video
AN UNFINISHED LIFE (**1/2)

There seems something of a contradiction
within the characters of this human drama
of inner pain and regret that makes this
beautifully mounted film by director Lasse
Hallstrom come off uneven and flat at
times. Robert Redford plays an embittered
man living on his rundown Wyoming farm
with his crippled hired hand and best
friend (Morgan Freeman). When his

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

daughter-in-law (Jennifer Lopez) fleeing an
abusive relationship, arrives with her daughter
he’s never met. The daughter-in-law’s
presence stirs resentment the father-in-law
who blames her for the tragic loss of his son
that she was married to.

PG-13; 110min. Miramax Home Video
DEEP BLUE (***) This overlooked

(British) BBC-TV– produced nature
documentary is more aquatic that its
misguided marketing that tries to link this film
more to being like the Oscar nominated
“March of the Penguins”. The British
filmmakers here use the more advance camera
technology to capture the drama, grace and
the beauty of the underwater inhabitants
through their daily existence and encounters.
The most wondrous scene is the dazzling light
show from the creatures on the ocean floor at
night that has never been captured on film
before. G; 90min. Miramax Home Video

CASANOVA (**) Health Ledger stars as
the notorious 18th century Vienna lover
considered a philosopher to a libertine whose
bed-hopping exploits are scorned by a
Catholic Church law enforcer (Jeremy Irons).
He’s later told by the Cardinal that he would
be expelled from the country if he doesn’t

find a wife. Casanova becomes infatuated
by an independent woman (Sienna Miller)
that poses as a man who champions
woman’s rights and the perfidy of men.  This
period piece filmed on location is a
cinematic departure for director Lasse
Hallstrom that has its moments but can’t
sustain its uneven story to our complete
satisfaction. R; 115min.  Touchstone Home
Video; Available: April 25

SHOPGIRL (***) Comic/actor Steve
Martin wrote and stars in his novella about
a meek sales clerk (Claire Danes) who is a
late bloomer to relationships and romance.
When she suddenly experiences life and
love that brings her growth and choice
between two vastly different suitors, a
disheveled slacker (Jason Schwartzman)
who doesn’t seem to have any career
ambition and a middle-aged, wealthy and
socially refined businessman (Martin). A
charming and enlightening romantic
comedy with human overtones.

PG; 100min. Touchstone Home
Video; Available: April 25

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN
and other publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

The Demise of Luleta Jones by Mark
Allen Boone, Blacksmith Books, $15.95

The Demise of Luleta Jones is an
insightful look into the extraordinary life of a
teacher who meets an untimely demise.
Investigative reporter Theophilous Pugh
seeks information about the death of Luleta
Jones.  Using the information he gathers, he
discovers that Luleta’s death is not the suicide
that the police report but a craftily concealed
murder.   The first novel by veteran writer
and editor Mark Allen Boone, The Demise of
Luleta Jones is a quality read with a shocking
conclusion that will leave readers re-
evaluating their personal and social
connections.

The subject of the novel, Luleta Jones
never appears.  She is long dead when Pugh
surfaces to write a story for a local weekly
about why a dead woman evokes so much
interest and brings so much attention to her
former residence in Lincoln Manor.  He finds
a woman that is loved, respected and revered

Book Review: The Demise of Luleta Jones
Angelic Jones

enough to have a museum dedicated to her in
her former home in the upscale neighborhood.

Investigating the dedication of the
museum owner, he comes to be good friends
with Clayton Hemphill one of the few people
who befriended the unconventional Jones
when she came to the area.  Hemphill is the
first to suggest that her death is a murder and
that Pugh’s research will be novel worthy.

Pugh begins investigating with Hemphill’s
wife Mary Ella and discovers that Jones’
enemies were social climbers who were
against her less ordinary ways.  Further
pursuit revealed that those same people
influenced the school board at Lincoln Manor
Academy of the Arts where Jones teaches
music for a time before she is fired for her
unorthodox methods.

A wonderfully encouraging woman, Jones
is a threat to jealous men, covetous men and
envious teachers at the school and in the

See Review page 15

Our city will have a professional women’s
basketball team coming in May. The Women’s
National Basketball Association (WNBA) has
launched another team and it’s in Chicago!
The Chicago Sky is the WNBA’s 14th

franchise and will play in the Eastern
Conference.

The team officially released its name,
logo, colors and uniforms at a fan
appreciation event at the Adler Planetarium
with more than 200 people in attendance. Sky
President and CEO Margaret Stender were
on hand to introduce the team to Chicago.

The Sky selected three players at the
WNBA draft on April 5 in Boston. The
number one pick by the Sky with the sixth
pick in the draft was Candace Dupree.
Dupree, a forward/center, was an All-
American at Temple University. The Sky
selected their second-and third-round picks
as Washburn guard, Jennifer Harris and Kerri
Gardin, Virginia Tech forward. The remaining

players for the team are guaranteed to
contribute equally talented and hard working
skills on the basketball court.

 The idea of a women’s pro hoops team
in Chicago has inspired fans across the city.
Chicago has always wanted a women’s pro
basketball team and now that dream has
become a reality. While attending an NBA
all-star game a few years ago, Sky owner
Michael Alter thought of having a WNBA
team for Chicago.

Singer Michelle Williams of Destiny’s
Child is a minority owner of the franchise.
WNBA President Donna Orender welcomes
the Chicago Sky to the successful league,
which has been in existence sine 1997.The
WNBA’s popularity has grown over the years,
attracting thousands of fans. The league has
also developed the best professional women
basketball players in the word.

The Sky’s head coach and general

WNBA in Chicago
Tamiko I. Bowie

Chicago Sky Head Coach Dave Cowens See WNBA page 15
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For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them; Proverbs 1:32

controversial by the sensationalism of its
“turning the tables” premise. An internet
pedophile gets to (literally) feel what its like
to be victimized — by an intended minor
victim.

The film under David Slade’s directorial
debut comes off mostly like a two character
stage play with compelling dialogue to
contrast the sharp and demanding
performances.

 The film starts out after a three week long
chat fest on the internet between Jeff (Patrick
Wilson) and Hayley (Ellen Page) who agree
to meet over desert at an eatery. Jeff is a model
photographer who confronts Hayley, a
proclaimed 14 year-old honor student, the
daughter of a med school teacher who acts
and looks older than her age.

From their table conversation, each knows
what the other can suggest within legal
boundaries. Still they each tease each other
in light sexual innuendo banter regardless of
their age differences.  Ultimately, Hayley
agrees to go over to the photographer’s studio
home to hear some bootleg music.

In between the eatery to Jeff’s house, there
are warning signals within their conversation
that indicates neither should venture any
further with the other, because nothing is as
it appears to be.

Jeff offers her a drink that Hayley
declines, because one should never accept a
drink prepared by someone else.  Jeff agrees
and allows Hayley to prepare drinks for the
both of them. It turns out Hayley is the one
who makes her move by drugging Jeff’s
screwdriver drink.

From here on, the story’s premise
becomes disturbing and implausible in certain
areas. For example, it is hard to overlook the
impossible physical act of a 14 yr old girl
overpowering a grown man. Jeff awakens
bound and tied to an executive chair unable
to free himself from the chair.

        I think the social importance gets a
bit lost in the end. “Hard Candy” is an
unnerving movie that unseats your senses
more than your mind. This is the film’s
shortcoming toward this topical, social ill, by
addressing a real problem with a twisted
solution. Still, this is a movie meant to make
an impact… that much most moviegoers will
agree upon.

R; 99min. A Lions Gate Films Picture
Release – Opens Fri. April 28 at selected
theaters

SLITHER (**)
     When an asteroid travels through

space, enters Earth’s atmosphere, and crashes
in the woods outside a small hick town. A
blob-like glob oozes out of the rock in the
woods a few yards from two idle chatting cops
in their patrol car.

     Writer-director James Gunn’s “Slither”
is a horror film that plays itself loose and free
with its broad humor and gross-out special
effects. It seems to be a movie comprised of
several horror movies we’ve grown up
watching through the years.

      From “The Blob” to “I Married a
Monster”, to “The Body Snatcher” to
“Tremors” and ultimately, Night of the Living

Dead”;  “Slither” tries to be slick enough to
base its story as sort of mini- tributes to those
aforementioned films with mixed results.

Grant Grant (Michael Rooker) is the rich
but neglected husband who can’t get his wife,
Starla (Elizabeth Banks) to commit to having
sex in bed with him. Grant leaves the house
and wanders over to a kaonroke bar, where
he’s reunited with childhood admirer, Brenda
Gutierrez (Brenda James).

“Slither” is an amusing horror film parody
played straight for its geeky movie buff fans
that is a goofy and gooey extravaganza. Even
though it doesn’t invoke the mood for
suspense and shock value too much; “Slither”
is for the horror movie fan who don’t mind a
little fun poked at their genre.

R; 94min. A Universal Picture Release –
presented at selected theaters

BASIC INSTINCT 2 (*1/2)   Sharon
Stone vamps her way through the role that

Flicks from page 8

Chicago’s own Olympic champion
speedskater Shani Davis continues to
develop into the world’s most dominant
speedskater.  Davis set a world record in
the 1,500 meters at the International
Skating Union’s All-Around speedskating
world championship in Calgary, Canada –
breaking the mark set by U.S. skater Chad
Hedrick who was Davis’ biggest critic at
the Torino, Italy winter games a month ago.
Davis also won the 500 meters at the ISU
event.

During the past few weeks Davis made
his first visit to Chicagoland since his
Olympic competition. He was honored at
Operation Push in a ceremony that drew
800 people. He also visited the Robert
Crown ice rink in Evanston where he used
to train and gave skating lessons to youth
there. Davis then threw out the first pitch
of a White Sox baseball game.  He was
also a guest on WVON’s Roland S. Martin
show where he gave an interview.  These
are a few of the responses he gave to
Roland Martin’s questions:

On his reception from Chicago:  “I
never would have thought in a million years
that my home on the South Side of Chicago

and Evanston and some of the North Side
would welcome me the way that they
welcomed me – I’m really happy.”

On his switch from roller skating as a
very young child to ice skating: “I used to
roller skate as a kid ... I just remember really
liking to go fast.”

His feelings about getting commercial
endorsement opportunities:  “I gotta stay
true to the reason why I started skating.  If I
wanted to be rich and have endorsements
maybe I picked the wrong sport – or maybe
I should have went into basketball or
something.  If they come (endorsements)
great, but it’s not going to stop me from
doing what I have to do.  I’m just gonna
continue to have fun with what I do.” Davis
goes on to say: “I can’t stress out about not
being able to have certain things that other
Winter Olympic athletes would have had if
they had won a gold medal.”

His thoughts about the Chad Hedrick
controversy:  “He fueled it.”

On young African-Americans pursuing
spedskating:  “In general I hope African-
Americans open their eyes and realize that
the path is much wider than just basketball
and football and the sports we already excel
at.  The road is rough but if it’s something
that they really want to pursue I’m all for
them.”

Davis has plans to pursue his college
degree and teach as a career:  “The ultimate
way for me to give back is to start with youth
at the grassroots level.  Those kids are our
future ... I love children, that’s why I’m out
there coaching at Robert Crown. I’d like to
motivate them at an early age.”

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Shani Davis Returns to Chi-Town
Todd Thomas

Shani Davis

David Morrissey and Sharon Stone in Basic
Instinct 2

made her infamous. Reprising the role of the
seductive writer, Catherine Trammell who
seems to create a scenario of deception and
murder that helps victimize a man’s career
and uses the events as the basis for her next
best seller.

 “Basic Instinct 2” bears little to resemble
the original 1992 erotica mystery-thriller.
Neither a sequel nor a continuation. Just
another movie with Stone’s character used as
the catalyst that is somehow always involved
in the proceedings, while baffling every man
she comes in contact with

At the film’s opening, Stone’s character
appears to be this risk-taking, psychotic
nymphomaniac who is driving dangerously
fast through the streets of London with barely
a conscious, drugged soccer star hitting her
estrogen zone. She suddenly drives off the
bridge into the water and manages to escape
through the window and float to the surface.

       Catherine is held by police detective,
Roy Washburn (David Thewlis) who
momentarily prevents her from making bail
by arranging an evaluation to consider
whether or not her psyche is a threat to others.

       Enter Dr. Michael Glass (David
Morrissey), a specialist with a promising
future that is already slightly marred by a
previous case that invoked “doctor/patient
confidentiality” that might have altered the
outcome of the patient who allegedly
murdered his girlfriend upon his release.

But Dr. Glass waits too long to not only
warn the only neutral person in his life, his
friend and mentor, Dr. Milena Gardark
(Charlotte Rampling).  This leads to a
ridiculous conclusion that is deceptively
stupid to believe and more unintentionally
amusing to watch.

R; 114min. A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Picture Release – Presented at selected
theaters

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and
other publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Nathan Fillon,Elizabeth Banks and Don
Thompson in Slither

Magician, Lord Isaac M. Hood III, age
48, grew up in North Lawndale in the Abla
Homes public housing complex.  He attended
Westinghouse High School and later went to
Wright College half time for 4 years.

Hood told NLCN that he got the name
“Lord” because he was a big baby and when
he was delivered, his mother said, “Oh,
Lord!” he laughed.

Hood has been performing magic since
he was 6 years old.  His first trick was when
his younger sister gave him a mud pie and he
squeezed it in his fist because he didn’t want
to eat it, and it turned into a rock.

“As I got older I started doing other stuff
with cards and coins and birds,” he said, “like
making a dove appear and disappear.”  By
the time he was 17 he had a manger, and
performed at a Gene Chandler concert in 1979
and a James Brown concert in 1980.  By then
he was already living in Chicago’s Gold Coast
area.

Hood said his mother encouraged his
magic acts from the start, but his father, a
military man going in and out of service for
15 years, did not appreciate his magic acts
saying he would never be able to use it in
real life.  “He had that soldier mentality,” said
Hood.  “But he was a great cook.  I am too.”
Hood’s father never attended any of his shows
as an adult performer but his mother did.  Both
parents are deceased now.

Hood has worked the Gold Coast area,
the west side, and the south side of Chicago
doing private parties, birthday parties, and
anniversaries.  “I’ve done neighborhood
festivals and park districts on the Westside,
as a child and as an adult,” he said.  Friday
and Saturday, April 7 and 8 he was at Butch

Lord Isaac M. Hood III: Westside
Magician Works His Magic

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

McGuire’s on Division Street performing
close-up magic acts which are magic tricks
and illusions interacting with people two feet
away, as opposed to stage acts.

One of the people Hood interacted with
Friday night was Bill Brazeau who asked
Hood to perform a couple of illusions for his
sister who he brought to the bar.  One of the
tricks Hood performed for them was a card
trick where the sister picked a card, wrote on
it, put it back in the deck, and somehow it
appeared inside Hood’s wallet.

Brazeau said that card trick is one of his
favorites.  He also said he likes a trick where

See Hood page 14

Lord Isaac M. Hood III
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Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. (Proverbs 3:13).
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Hood mysteriously makes a person’s wedding
ring appear on his key chain.  He said when
he first met Hood, “he bamboozled me all
night long,” and that he would hire Hood for
a party any day.

Another patron at McGuire’s, named Alex
Lopez, said that his favorite trick is the
floating cigarette, which Hood said is his most
requested trick.

“That’s my baby,” said Hood.  “That’s the
one I made up myself.  I’ve been offered
thousands of dollar for my secret and I won’t
tell.”

That night Hood did the disappearing
cigarette trick, the disappearing wedding ring
trick and turning a pair of foam balls into
something that can’t be said in this article.

“Some people like card tricks, some
people like my cigarette magic, some people
like my coin magic, some like my mentalism-
mind reading,” he said.

“I’ll have someone think of a number
between one and a thousand, and I’ll write
down a number and ask them what is the
number you thought of, and I’ll turn it over
and it will be that number.”

He said the close-up, smaller tricks like
floating cigarettes require more effort than the
grand illusions like levitating a woman or
making a car disappear because “you’re like
a few feet away from people and you have to
fool them and entertain them.  The bigger stuff
sometimes work by itself and all you have to
do is pose.  But they are more expensive.  You
have to buy stuff.”

Lopez said he has seen Hood perform the
illusion of making a car disappear.  Hood said
one time he had the job of making a car appear
in Kenilworth for a girl’s Sweet 16 birthday
party.

“Her dad had brought her a Porsche and
my job was to make that puppy appear in front
of all her girlfriends.”

Hood also does children parties.  “With
children you have to use a different
psychology,” he said because their attention
span is short.  “With that in mind I know that
I have to do things that’s going to be very

colorful.  Balloons or produce a bunny rabbit
for them to play with.  They’re not going to
sit and watch some long drawn out card trick.”

He said he has an idea for some acts
geared toward teenagers.  “I haven’t put
together the act yet but I was thinking about
doing it, like putting together an anti-drug act.
How stupid is drugs, then work it into an act.”

He said his magic is “designed for the
skeptic in mind.  I love a good skeptic.  Give
me a skeptic anytime. I’ll mess them up.”

“When they become inquisitive it lets me
know I’ve done my trick well.  It’s
redeeming.”

If he were to lose his ability to perform
magic he said he would be “the guy
psychoanalyzing the psychoanalyst,” saying
he might eventually go back to college.

“If I go back I’ll get a degree probably in
psychology but right now I apply what I’ve
learned to my magic, and I expect to make
my millions in magic.”

“I smoke David Copperfield,” he said.
Hood has written a script for a one-man

television magic show.  He said in some of
the effects he will, “take a piece of tissue
shaped like a butterfly, tear in half, put the
two pieces together, tear them in half, have
four pieces.  Put them together, then put them
in palm of my hand, rub them together, and
produce a real live butterfly.”  He also plans
to perform an illusion where he will disappear
and reappear, he said.  He has a couple of
people interested in financing the show, but
not enough yet.

He has studied magicians like David
Copperfield, and Richard Potter whom he
said probably many people have never heard
of.  “Potter was the first American born
magician who happens to be a black guy,” he
said, born in 1783.  He also mentioned an
escape artist named Blake whom he said
taught Harry Houdini how to do escapes.

“There are over a thousand working
magicians in the whole country and closer to
ten black ones,” he said. And he is one of
those ten.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and
writer for NLCN and Residents Journal. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Hood from page 13
allows students to develop their creative skills while
exposing them to new ideas, experiences and
materials.”

In addition to the weekly after-school
programs, all participating students are provided a
complimentary bus-trip to the museum with their
families and all K-3 teachers attend a professional
development seminar.

· Gregory Elementary School, 3715 West Polk
Street, serves 586 students.  One hundred percent
of the students are African-American and 97.4
percent are low-income.1

· Pope Elementary School, 1852 South Albany
Avenue, serves 212 students.  Eighty-nine percent
of the students are African-American, 11 percent
Hispanic, and 97.2 percent low-income.

· Henson Elementary School, 1326 South Avers
Avenue, serves 367 students, Ninety-nine percent
of the students are African-American and 90.2
percent are low-income.

· Lathrop Elementary School, 1440 South
Christiana Avenue, serves 360 students.  One 100
percent of the students are African-American and
99.4 percent are low-income.

Each school has committed to (1) attending
the planning, training and review meetings by staff;
(2) transforming a room in a thoughtful manner
that supports creativity; (3) providing space for
workshops and material storage; (4) allotting space
for children’s art displays; (5) hosting a culminating
open house celebration; and, (6) providing
chaperones during the Free Family Night visits.

Chicago Children’s Museum is a non-profit
organization committed to creating a community
where play and learning connect.  CCM teaches

children through hands-on, interactive exhibits and
programs.  With over fifteen interactive exhibits such
as The Allstate Foundation presents Play It Safe, and
new activities daily, every visit is unique for parents,
caregivers, educators and children from toddlers to

10 year of age.
CCM is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday-Wednesday,

Friday. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday and Saturday.
Admission is $8 per person; $7 for seniors and free
for museum members and children under 1 year old.

On Thursday evenings from 5:00pm-8:00pm,
admission is free during Kraft Free Family Night.

Located at Navy Pier, Chicago’s number one
attraction at 700 East Grand Avenue, CCM is the

final stop for CTA buses #29, #65, #66 and #124. For
more information, please visit

www.ChiChildrensMuseum.org

Artabounds from page 7

Sorry for this bit of bad news but it is
confirmed that Ciara and Bow Wow have
called it quits. The couple had been
dating for nearly a year. My sources say
that Ciara and Bow Wow broke up after
he was spotted in Los Angeles with
another woman. The couple appeared on
tour together and Ciara was spotted
wearing a big diamond ring during one
of their red carpet moments. Bow Wow
said the ring was nothing more than a gift.
But the couple was reportedly close even
their families. Maybe it was Paris from
American Idol I hear she has a thing for
him.

Rapper Proof, a founding member of
the hip-hop crew D12, was shot and
killed at an after hours club on Eight Mile
Road, the area of Detroit made famous
by the Eminem biopic 8 Mile. He was
32. Born Deshaun Holton, he was known
as one of the top freestylers in the Detroit
hip-hop scene. He released two albums
with D12, and his solo debut, Searching
for Jerry Garcia, came out last year. He
and Eminem have been close since they
met in high school. Mekhi Phifer’s
character in 8 Mile was based on the
rapper (Proof himself had a small part in
that movie, and D12 briefly appeared in
2005’s The Longest Yard). In January,
he served as the best man in Eminem’s
remarriage to Kim Mathers.

Speaking of Eminem, he has filed for
divorce after only being married to Kim
for a few months. Maybe he just wanted
to remarry so that he can make a hit
album based on the experiences of being
married to her for a short period of time.

I thought I was about to faint when I
heard news about JLo. I thought she was
about to get remarried or divorced or
something. Actually she is suing her first
ex-husband. She claims he demanded $5
million to keep him from publishing a
book containing private details about the
star and their relationship. In the lawsuit
filed Monday in Los Angeles Superior
Court, Lopez alleged that Ojani Noa
violated a confidentiality agreement by
distributing the manuscript of his book
to publishers, the syndicated television
show “The Insider” reported.

She is seeking a restraining order to
keep the manuscript from becoming
public. A description of the manuscript
appeared Jan. 11 in the New York Post.
Lopez’s lawyers contacted Noa’s
attorney, and Noa replied in a letter that
he would continue to shop his book, the
lawsuit said. In another letter, Noa said
“that he would not agree to refrain from
marketing his book unless (Lopez) paid
him the sum of $5 million,” according to
the lawsuit. The confidentiality
agreement stemmed from a settlement in
October, when Noa dropped his lawsuit
claiming Lopez fired him as manager of
her Pasadena restaurant without cause.
Ojani agreed not to disparage Lopez or
make money off disclosure of details of
their relationship, the lawsuit said.

Lopez met Noa while he worked as a
waiter at a Miami restaurant. The two
married in 1997 and divorced a year later.
Her second marriage to choreographer
Cris Judd in 2001 lasted for nine months.
In 2004, she tied the knot with singer
Marc Anthony right after she called off
an engagement to Ben Afleck who is now
married and has a daughter with Alias
star Jennifer Garner.

Sources: www.bet.com,
www.teenpeople.com

Marquita Ware is the Production/
Layout Coordinator for the North

Lawndale Community News.

Biz  from page 9
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APARTMENTS

FREE CLASSIFIED AD WITH A DISPLAY

AD OF 1/8 PAGE OR LARGER.

COMMUNITY
EVENTS/JOB FAIR

OFFICE SPACE
2 OFFICE SPACES  FOR RENT – 3708 W. Roosevelt Rd.
$350-$450. Month to month leases. Please call 773/638-1700

HELP WANTED

COMPUTERCOMPUTERCOMPUTERCOMPUTERCOMPUTER
SSSSSYSTEMYSTEMYSTEMYSTEMYSTEM

Complete Computer
System including:

Computer, Monitor,
Keyboard, Mouse, Internet

Ready and in Good
Condition.

$1$1$1$1$10000000000
Please Call

(7(7(7(7(708)460-6008)460-6008)460-6008)460-6008)460-6035.35.35.35.35.
Orland Park, IL

EDUCATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DAILY DOLLAR PLUS on the corner of
California and Roosevelt. Now open for
business. Household goods, auto supplies,
clothes. What you need and more. Come by
today!!!

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? DO YOU WANT TO BUY OR SELL A CAR? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE? YOU CAN BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE OR TRADE WITH RESIDENTS OF NORTH LAWNDALE, AUSTIN, GARFIELD, PILSEN

AND THE MIDWEST COMMUNITIES. JUST CALL AND ADVERTISE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’ CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE.

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

HELP WANTED EXPERIENCED TELEMARKETERS
Sales experience a plus.  Salary plus commission. Fax resume
to 312/421- 8909 or email supremeloans@msn.com

SPERTUS COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE
April  24th at 6pm. Learn how a degree in
Nonprofit Management can boost your
career. To attend the open house, RSVP at
openhouse@spertus.edu or call 312/322-
1707. Reservations required

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; (Proverbs 2:2)

community.  Jones only becomes
a resident of Lincoln Manor after
she is evicted for giving music and
dance lessons in her home to
community children after she is
fired from the school.

Jones, a proud woman, meets
her savior, her enemy and her
murders all in one day as she is
picked up off the street by
Hemphill who houses her in his
spare apartment against wife Mary
Ella’s wishes.  His act of good
nature cause a rift between him,
his wife and others in Lincoln
Manor threatened by the presence
of someone who defied their
efforts at gentrifying by supporting
all around her.

Luleta, born Lula Jones in
Nashville, Tennessee, died for
being different.  The crux of the
novel is the discovery that Jones’
fantastic death from the rafters is
actually a murder.   The conclusion
of the novel brings Pugh 360
degrees from the Hemphill’s home

to Nashville and back again.
Jones’ life entices, Hemphill’s
devotion baffles and Pugh’s
dedication to this story grows as
the novel barrels toward the
revelation of Jones’ murderers.

The Demise of Luleta Jones
is a quality read with strong
writing that draws a reader into
the story without the distraction
of poor word choices and bad
grammar.  Luleta Jones is a
woman to be proud of knowing.
Boone creates a worthy black
woman that revitalizes the image
of African-American women in
literature.

Angelic Jones is owner of
Writing Solutions, a writing,
editing and creative consultation
company.  She is the Managing
Editor of SalonSENSE Magazine.
Also, she is working on
“Complex” for thesis for an MFA
in Creative Writing from
Columbia College.  She can be
reached at
ajoneswrites4u@excite.com.  To
comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Review from page 12

manager is Dave Cowens, NBA
Hall of Famer. Cowens is known for
his work ethic and aggressiveness
in his ten years as a Boston Celtic
player. “We’ll have a team that
works very hard. Coach Cowens
will expect his team to play as hard
as he did,” Sky Director of Media
and Community Relations Marla
Krause said.

The team will certainly have an
impact on local area girls and
women who aspire to play
basketball. Both the WNBA and the
Sky have community projects that
will reach out to youth.  “We’ll have
a lot of community involvement.
We will have in-school reading
programs, health and fitness and
breast awareness. We’re also
working with McDonald’s House,
the Mayor’s Office, CPS and other
charities,” Krause said.

The Sky’s opening game is set
for May 23 at the UIC Pavillion.
The Pavillion is located on the
campus of the University of Illinois
at Chicago. Season tickets are on
sale at the UIC box office, all ticket
master outlets, online at
www.tciketmaster.com, 877/329-
WNBA and 312/559-1212. For
more information about the
Chicago SKY visit:
www.chicagosky.net.

Tamiko Bowie is a North
Lawndale resident. Tamiko is a
freelance writer for NLCN and
other publications. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

WNBA from page 12

Neighborhood Capital Budget Group are
urging residents, community groups and
concerned parents to register by mail to
speak at the federal consent decree hearing
regarding Chicago Public School funding and
enrollment issues. The deadline for
registration is Friday, April 14th. The hearing
is scheduled for May 15th. For more
information contact John Paul Jones at: 312/
731-4625 or Valencia Ries at: 312/848-3381.
Wright College will host its 12th annual
Spring Job Fair on Thursday April 27th from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The job fair will take place
at the Wright College Events Building, 4300
N. Narragansett. Admission is free to the
public. Professional attire and resumes are
required. For more information contact the
Wright College Job Placement Center at: 773/
481-8527.
The Spanish Coalition for Jobs will host
Career Fair 2006 on Thursday April 20th

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The job fair will take
place at 2011 W. Pershing Road.  Admission
is free to the public and professional attire is
required. Participants must pre-register by
April 14th and provide the following
documents: updated resume, Social Security
Card and an Illinois driver’s license or state
ID. For more information contact the Spanish
Coalition for Jobs at: 773/247-0707..

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE
MOVE-IN 3 BEDROOM APARTMENT
1 Bath 3543 West 12th Place Chicago,
Illinois $875.00 Per Month Plus 1 MOnth
Security Call fior Apointment To See 312/
339-0826   or 773/590-4458

51ST &LOWE-HOME 4 RENT NEW – 3
bdrm. 1bth. W/D Conn./A/C- Sec.8 OK Call
Celia @ 773/450-8015

Village Environmental Justice
Organization (LVEJO.)

Many North Lawndale residents
also depend on the 54/Cermak
Branch to reach jobs at O’Hare and
other communities.

According to CTA officials, the
Pink Line will reduce the commute
time downtown for riders from the
Westside and western suburbs from
15 minutes to about 8 minutes, and
trains will run with greater frequency
during peak times. The 54/Cermak
branch will follow its current route
downtown during morning and
afternoon rush hour periods after the
implementation of the Pink Line.

 The Pink Line is the result of the
CTA’s Westside corridor study
conducted last year. In the survey, the
CTA evaluated bus and rail service
on the Westside and western suburbs.
Westside and suburban riders who
participated in the surveys asked for
greater assess to the Loop and faster
service. Also, riders requested
improvements in bus service from the
Westside to downtown.

Neighborhood Capital Budget
Group (NCBG) Campaign for Better
Transit dispute the CTA’s claim that
the Pink Line and other proposed
changes will improve public
transportation on the Westside. In its
briefing paper to the CTA Board,
NCBG argue that the CTA have failed
to address major transportation
problems: Late Night (Owl) service
on the 54/Cermak Blue Line, Green
Line stations at Lake/Morgan-
Halsted, Lake/Damen, and Lake/

Western and buses along Washington
and Lake streets, to Little Village/
Lawndale High School and the
restoration of weekend service on the
Harrison St. bus to Stroger Hospital.

CTA officials could not be
reached for comment on NCBG’s
proposal.

At the end of the 180 day trail
period the CTA will evaluate the
progress of the Pink Line based on
rider response and studies. Based on
the collected data, CTA officials will
decide whether to make the Pink Line
permanent.

Wasserman said that LVEJO plan
to continue its fight for improved
transportation.

“We are going to continue to have
people call CTA to voice their
opinion. We are writing letters to our
Aldermen because the City of
Chicago Aldermen have really been
putting the screws to CTA beginning
with the rate increase. If [residents of]
Berwyn, Cicero, Little Village, Pilsen,
North Lawndale and even Green Line
neighborhoods can get involved then
we can put more pressure on
Aldermen to get more involved [in
our fight against the CTA Pink Line].
At the state level we are doing the
same thing [letter writing campaign].
We are not trying to get people upset
with Frank Kruesi, and the CTA, but
we want him to be held accountable
for a lot of the stuff he has done,”
Wasserman said.

For more information on the CTA
letter writing campaign contact
LVEJO at: 773/762-6991 and NCBG
at: 312/939/7198.

Wilbert Bledsoe is NLCN’s
Managing Editor . To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

CTA  from page 10

ROOMS FOR RENT. Single Resident
Occupancy Middle age male preferred. Will
consider middle Female. Westside area
newly renovated 708-343-7175  or 773-277-
8178
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

Community People

Road  from front page

On this pleasant morning, over 35 youth were excited,
getting their luggage situated, networking with friends, and
getting final instructions from Better Life for youth personnel.
“I feel good that I am going out of Chicago about to do
something new. It’s going to be a learning and fun experience,”
said Gabrielle, a senior at Austin High School. She has eleven
sisters and brothers she helps out. She is in the middle of
them, according to age. But says they all look up to her.
Tammarah Harrington is a junior at Marshall. “I feel it’s going
to help us better ourselves for our future and it is overall
going to be a good trip. I had to get my hair rebraided, get a
couple of new outfits and a whole lot of packing. I just had a
whole lot of things to do yesterday,” Tammarah said. Deneko
Stewart is freshman at Best Practice. “I just came to this trip
to have fun and go to college when I get out of high school.
We ain’t never did nothing like this,” Deneko Stewart said.

Parents were seeing their sons and daughters off and a
few went on the trip as chaperones. “I think it’s a wonderful
thing for the kids. You don’t usually see this with high school
kids. It gives them an opportunity to see the colleges,
especially black colleges. So I am truly impressed,” said Ms.
Denean Roberson, mother of Dante Roberson, who is a junior
at Proviso East in Maywood. Ms. Roberson is attending
Triton, herself. She is taking her prerequisites for nursing.

Ms Barbara Douglas has a son, Archris Douglas that is a
junior in high school, he sings with the church choir, he has a
job and is an honor roll student. I think the Better Life for
Youth organization is very productive and think this is an
awesome program and a great opportunity for these young
men and I’m very proud of them,” said Ms. Douglas. She has
attended each and everyone of their meetings except one. Her
husband came to that one.

“Oh, I think it’s great. It gives our young people an
opportunity to look at Black Historical Colleges. Most of our
professionals came from black colleges. And so, it gives them
an opportunity to look at them as an option,” said Lodis L.
Dinwiddle, District Supervisor Community Services at the
Chicago Area Project. The Chicago Area Project provides
programs for youth in order to strengthen Chicago’s
neighborhood.

After a group prayer and a group photo, everyone boarded
the bus and were off to Atlanta for ten days. Upon leaving for
the trip, Executive Director Eugene Wolf wanted give thanks
to Senator Rickey Hendon, Senator Mattie Hunter, and State
Rep Ken Duncun, and also to Mr. David Whitaker Executive
Director of Chicago Area Project. For more information on
Better Life for Youth please call 312 243-9730. 312 671-
1026.

Executive Director of Better Life for Youth, Eugene Wolf gives final
instructions with help of staff to youth on Tuesday April 4 before
Atlanta trip onThursday April 6th.

Executive Director of Better Life for Youth, Eugene Wolf (in cap),
Executive Director David Whittaker of Chicago Area Project (dark
suit, Rickey Williams Deputy Associate Director with posing with
four students in Better Life for Youth program


